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DETAILED ACTION 
Double Patenting 

1. Claims 14-28 of this application conflict with claims 14-28 of Application No. 

10/060256. 37 CFR 1.78(b) provides that when two or more applications filed by the 

same applicant contain conflicting claims, elimination of such claims from all but one 

application may be required in the absence of good and sufficient reason for their 

retention during pendency in more than one application. Applicant is required to either 

cancel the conflicting claims from all but one application or maintain a clear line of 

demarcation between the applications. See MPEP § 822. 

A rejection based on double patenting of the "same invention" type finds its 
support in the language of 35 U.S.C. 101 which states that "whoever invents or 
discovers any new and useful process ... may obtain a patent therefor ..." (Emphasis 
added). Thus, the term "same invention," in this context, means an invention drawn to 
identical subject matter. See Miller v. Eagle Mfg. Co., 151 U.S. 186 (1894); In re 
Ockert, 245 F.2d 467, 114 USPQ 330 (CCPA 1957); and In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 
USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970). 

A statutory type (35 U.S.C. 101) double patenting rejection can be overcome by 
canceling or amending the conflicting claims so they are no longer coextensive in 
scope. The filing of a terminal disclaimer cannot overcome a double patenting rejection 
based upon 35 U.S.C. 101. 

2. Claims 14-28 are provisionally rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as claiming the 
same invention as that of claims 14-28 of copending Application No. 10/060256. This is 
a provisional double patenting rejection since the conflicting claims have not in fact 
been patented. 

Regarding claim 14 , copending Application No. 10/060256 discloses a 
reassembly processing unit that divides an input ATM adaptation layer 2 (AAL2) cell into 
AAL2 common part sublayer (CPS) packets; a first memory that sequentially stores the 
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divided CPS packets into first storage areas and sequentially stores first identifiers of 
the first storage areas; a CPS packet switching unit that reads the stored CPS packets 
from the first storage areas in the order of the stored first identifiers and routes the read 
CPS packets to each destination; a second memory that sequentially stores the routed 
CPS packets into second storage areas and sequentially stores second identifiers of the 
second storage areas; and an assembly processing unit that reads the CPS packets 
from the second storage areas in the order of the second identifiers and multiplexes the 
CPS packets read from the second storage areas to generate a reconstructed AAL2 cell 
(claim 14). 

Regarding claim 15 , copending Application No. 10/060256 discloses wherein 
the CPS packet switching unit changes origination channel identifiers (CIDs) of the CPS 
packets read from the first storage areas to corresponding destination CIDs and 
sequentially stores the read CPS packets in the second storage areas corresponding to 
the destination CIDs (claim 15). 

Regarding claim 16 . copending Application No. 10/060256 discloses first, 
second, third, and fourth memories that sequentially store ATM adaptation layer 2 
(AAL2) type common part sublayer (CPS) packets and output the CPS packets in the 
order of their respective storage, wherein each memory has storage areas; a 
reassembly processing unit that divides an input AAL2 cell into the AAL2 type CPS 
packets, stores the divided CPS packets in different first storage areas of the first 
memory in accordance with corresponding virtual paths/virtual channels (VPsA/Cs), and 
stores first identifiers of the different first storage areas in the second memory; a CPS 
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packet switching unit that reads the CPS packets stored in the first memory in the order 
of the first identifiers stored in the second memory, stores the read CPS packets in 
different second storage areas of the third memory in accordance with corresponding 
destination channel identifiers (CIDs), and stores second identifiers of the second 
storage areas in the fourth memory; and an assembly processing unit that reads the 
CPS packets stored in the third memory in the order of the second identifiers stored in 
the fourth memory and multiplexes the read CPS packets to generate a reconstructed 
AAL2 cell (claim 16). 

Regarding claim 17 , copending Application No. 10/060256 discloses a first 
reference table that maps the first identifiers with the corresponding VPs/VCs; and a 
second reference table that maps the second identifiers with the corresponding 
destination CIDs (claim 17). 

Regarding claim 18 , copending Application No. 10/060256 discloses wherein 
the reassembly processing unit refers to the first reference table to determine the first 
storage areas corresponding to the VPs/VCs of the CPS packets (claim 18). 

Regarding claim 19 , copending Application No. 10/060256 discloses wherein 
the CPS packet switching unit refers to the second reference table to determine the 
respective destination CIDs corresponding to the CPS packets (claim 19). 

Regarding claim 20 , copending Application No. 10/060256 discloses wherein 
the CPS packet switching unit changes origination CIDs of the CPS packets read from 
the first memory to the corresponding destination CIDs, with reference to the second 
reference table (claim 20). 
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Regarding claim 21 . copending Application No. 10/060256 discloses wherein 
the first and second identifiers are stored in the order that the CPS packets are stored to 
the corresponding first and second storage areas, respectively (claim 21). 

Regarding claim 22 , copending Application No. 10/060256 discloses wherein 
the first, second, third, and fourth memories have a queue type structure (claim 22). 

Regarding claim 23 , copending Application No. 10/060256 discloses a central 
processing unit that reads the CPS packets from the first memory in the order of the 
stored first identifiers and implements testing and signaling for switching (claim 23). 

Regarding claim 24 , copending Application No. 10/060256 discloses wherein 
the first, second, third, and fourth memories have a queue type structure (claim 24). 

Regarding claim 25 , copending Application No. 10/060256 discloses a plurality 
of cell switches that each have first, second, third, and fourth memories, a reassembly 
processing unit, a CPS packet switching unit, and an assembly processing unit; and a 
router that routes the CPS packets output from one of the plurality of cell switches to 
another cell switch (claim 25). 

Regarding claim 26 , copending Application No. 10/060256 discloses wherein 
the first, second, third, and fourth memories have a queue type structure (claim 26). 

Regarding claim 27 , copending Application No. 10/060256 discloses an ATM 
switch that receives, switches, and transmits ATM adaptation layer 2 (AAL2) cell-type 
data packets; and a receiver AAL2 switch that receives the AAL2 cell-type data packets 
from the ATM switch and transmits the AAL2 cell-type data packets to respective 
destinations (claim 27). 
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Regarding claim 28 . copending Application No. 10/060256 discloses a 
transmitter AAL2 switch that receives the AAL2 cell-type data packets from a source 
and transmits the AAL2 cell-type data packets to the ATM switch (claim 28). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-13 are allowed. The following is a statement of reasons for the 
indication of allowable subject matter: 

Regarding claim 1 , the prior art of record fails to disclose, teach, or fairly 
suggest "...c) reading the stored CPS packets in the order of the stored first identifiers, 
sequentially storing the read CPS packets in second storage areas used to route the 
CPS packets to each destination, and sequentially storing second identifiers of the 
second storage areas..." 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

a) Murakami et al. (US 6,741,598), Switching Method, Switching Equipment 
and Switching Network 

b) Brueckheimer et al. (US 6,574,223), Adaption Layer Switching 

c) Dempo (US 6,594,267), AAL2 Packet Exchange Device 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Feben M. Haile whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3072. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00am - 3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Ngo can be reached on (571) 272-3139. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




RICKY NGO 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




